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Let’s meet Sir James M. Barrie
Name James Matthew Barrie

Date and place of birth 9 May 1860 in Kirriemuir, Scotland

Plays and novels The Little Minster (1891), The Little 

White Bird (1902),  Peter  Pan – the 

play (1904), Peter Pan in Kensington 

Gardens (1906), Peter Pan and Wendy 

– the novel (1911) and many others

Awards title of ‘Sir’ in 1911

Date of death 19 June 1937
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J. M. Barrie and Great Ormond
Street Hospital for Children

J. M. Barrie likes children very much. He wants children to be well

and happy.

In London there is a hospital for sick children called Great Ormond

Street Hospital for Children. Barrie often visits this hospital because

he wants to help the children. 

Barrie is a very generous man. In 1929 he makes an important

decision: all the money from book sales, films and theatre shows of

Peter Pan goes to the hospital. This also continues after Barrie’s

death. This money helps the children, the hospital, the doctors and

the nurses. 

Peter Pan is performed once a year at the hospital. This is a very

happy event for the children.

Great Ormond Street Hospital for Children in 1929.



The Characters

Captain Hook

The Lost Boys
Tinker Bell

Mr and Mrs Darling

Peter Pan

Michael

Wendy John



7

BEFORE YOU READ

1 Here are some words from the story. Do you know them? Match a

word from the box to the correct picture.

alarm clock      arm      cheek      fairy      hook      kennel      mermaid

paw      sewing basket      shadow      shoulder      tail      tear

→→
7 ...........................

8 ...........................

→

→5 ...........................

6 ...........................

→

→

1 ...........................

2 ........................... 3 ...........................

4 ...........................

9 ...........................

13 ...........................

10 ...........................

11 ...........................

12 ...........................



C H A P T E R  O N E

The Nursery 1

endy, John and Michael Darling live in

a lovely house in London. They have

got a big, sunny nursery. There are

colourful pictures and a big clock on

the wall. There are toys here and

there.  The Darl ings are a happy

family. Mr Darling and Mrs Darling

love their children very much. Wendy is

the first child, John is the second and Michael is the third.

The children’s nanny 2 is  called Nana and she is a big

Newfoundland dog! Her kennel is in the nursery and she is a

wonderful nanny. She loves the children and the children love her.

One evening Mr and Mrs Darling want to go to a dinner party.

They have their best clothes on.

8

1. nursery : a child’s bedroom or playroom.

2. nanny : this person (here, a dog) looks after children.

2



‘Nana, it’s time to put the children to bed,’ says Mrs Darling.

Nana goes to the bathroom. She turns on the hot water for

Michael’s bath. She puts her paw in the water to check the

temperature. It’s perfect!

‘I don’t want to have a bath!’ says little Michael.

But Nana is a firm 1 nanny and Michael has his bath. 

Then Nana gives the children their pyjamas.

Now they are ready for bed.

Mrs Darling comes into the nursery and smiles.

‘Good work, Nana! I see the children are ready for

bed.’ Nana wags 2 her big tail.

Suddenly there is a noise. Mrs Darling sees a

young boy outside the nursery window. She is

very surprised. Nana barks 3 and shuts the

window quickly. The boy’s shadow falls on the

floor. The young boy flies away.

‘Who’s there?’ asks Mrs Darling. She opens the

window and looks outside, but she sees nothing.

Then she sees the boy’s shadow on the floor and

says, ‘Poor boy, this is his shadow. Let’s put it in the drawer.’ 4

The children are in bed. Mr Darling takes Nana to the garden.

Then he goes to the sitting room and waits for Mrs Darling.

Mrs Darling sings to the children and kisses them. She is a

perfect mother. Soon the three children are sleeping. Mr and Mrs

Darling go to their bedroom. They put on their coats and go to

the dinner party.  

9

1. firm : good at taking control.

2. wags : moves from side to side.

3. barks : makes a short, loud noise. 4. drawer : [drɔ�] 

The Nursery

→


