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1. Leek : 2. Daffodil : 

Wales, ‘The Land of Song’

Wales is part of the United Kingdom, and is one of the modern Celtic 

nations (with Ireland, Scotland, the county of Cornwall in England, the 

Isle of Man, and Brittany in France). Almost everyone speaks English 

but Wales has its own language, Welsh, and the country is officially 

bi-lingual. As well as its own language, Wales has its own culture and 

customs. So remember: Never call people from Wales English – they 

are Welsh! The symbol of Wales is the red Welsh dragon. 

Other national symbols include the leek 1 and the daffodil. 2

Wales is also known as ‘The Land of Song’ because the country has 

a very important musical history, with music festivals dating back to 

the 12th century. Traditional Celtic music and male voice choirs are 

still popular today, but there are many modern Welsh singers and 

bands that have become famous all over the world.

The symbol of Wales: the red welsh dragon.



6

Cardiff is the capital city of Wales. It is Europe’s youngest capital, 

even though its history dates back to Roman times. Cardiff Castle is in 

the centre of the city. Parts of the building are almost 2000 years old. 

Cardiff’s Millennium Stadium is the national stadium of Wales. It was 

built to host the 1999 Rugby World Cup, and is home of the Wales 

National Rugby Union team. 

The National Museum in Cardiff is a very important art gallery. Inside 

there is a big collection of Impressionist works, including paintings by 

Claude Monet.

Wales has three national parks: The Brecon Beacons, Snowdonia and 

The Pembrokeshire Coast.

The Brecon Beacons is a mountain range in the centre of the Brecon 

Beacons National Park, in South Wales. They were named after the 

special signal fires called ‘beacons’ that were lit on mountains to warn 

that invaders were attacking. There are six main mountain peaks. The 

highest is Pen y Fan, which is 886 metres. 

Snowdonia in North Wales is also a National Park. It contains 100 

lakes and 90 mountain peaks, including Snowdon. At 1,085 metres, 

Snowdon is the highest mountain in England and Wales. Many people 

Cardiff Castle.
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go to Snowdonia every year to go mountain climbing, trekking, 

walking and sailing. 

Recipe for Success is set in Tenby. Tenby is a seaside town in 

Pembrokeshire in South West Wales. It is part of Wales’ only coastal 

National Park, the Pembrokeshire Coast. Tenby is a popular tourist 

destination. It is known for its sandy beaches and medieval town 

walls, which date back to the 13th century. 

On the island of Anglesey there is a large village which 

has the longest place name in Europe. This village is 

commonly known as Llanfairpwll, but its official name is: 

Llanfairpwllgwyngyllgogerychwyrndrobwllllantysiliogogogoch. 

Can you say it? This means: ‘St Mary’s church in the hollow of the 

white hazel near to the rapid whirlpool of Llantysilio of the red cave.’

1  Comprehension check

1 What vegetable is the symbol of Wales?

2 Name three modern Celtic nations. 

3 How many National Parks does Wales have?

4 Where is Pen y Fan?

5 What is Snowdon?

6 Is there any sand at Tenby?

The longest place name in Europe.
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A C T I V I T I E S

Before you read

1  Vocabulary – Places of interest

A Read these definitions of places. What is the word for each one? 

The first letter is already there. There is one space for each letter of 

the word. There is an example at the beginning (0).

(0) There are some beautiful paintings on the walls here. 

Sometimes there are dinosaur skeletons too. Usually, 

everything here is very old. This is a great place to learn about 

the past.  _ _ _ _ _ _

1 You can buy newspapers, magazines and sweets here. 

 N _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

2 You come here to learn. Teachers work here. S _ _ _ _ _

3 Waiters, waitresses, and chefs work here. You come here when 

you are hungry. R _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

4 If you want to watch films, you can come here. C _ _ _ _ _

5 This place contains a lot of different shops, selling a lot of 

different things. There are also fast food restaurants and other 

places to eat here. S _ _ _ _ _ _ _  C _ _ _ _ _

6 In this place, you can buy different types of food, fruit and 

vegetables, meat, fish, and drinks. S _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

B Match the definitions of Exercise 1A with the correct pictures (A-F).

M u s e u m

A B C

D E F
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CHAPTER ONE

‘I’m fourteen, not four!’

emember! Pupils who want to go to Paris must confirm 

their places on-line by midnight on Sunday.’

As I walk out of school on Friday afternoon, I 

remember the words of my art teacher, Miss Williams. 

Every year, my school has a trip to Paris for the Year 10 

students. Everyone looks forward to it, and lately it’s the only 

thing anyone talks about at school. But I still haven’t talked to my 

Dad about going. 

‘I must tell him tonight. I will tell him tonight,’ I tell myself, and 

my stomach fills with butterflies, because I’m so nervous. Dad 

doesn’t let me go anywhere without him. All of my friends are 

allowed to go to the cinema, to the shopping centre or bowling 

by themselves. But I can’t even go to the local newsagent without 

Dad phoning me up every five minutes.

2'R


